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ten dirhams per farib, if the value of the fruits is twenty or
more dirhams \ and if their value is less than this, he pays
half of that value, provided it does not fall short of the
equivalent of one g,a/te of grain and one dwham, because
that is the least rate that a jarib of land pays when its cul-
tivation is possible.

The kharaj is due on land irrespective of whether or not
the owner cultivated the land, provided that he has been
able to do so, because the reason for kharaj is the produc-
tivity of land, and the owner by not cultivating his land,
notwithstanding that it was productive, has deprived the
beneficiaries of kharaj from their revenue.1 According to
Malik, the owner pays no kharaj if the land was not culti-
vated, whether or not he had an excuse for not cultivating
it.2 If the owner was unable to cultivate his land because
he lacked the means to do so, the imam is entitled to lease
the land to another farmer by way of muzaraf&h* and col-
lect the tax from the owner's share of the produce, or to
lease the land to a tenant and collect it from the rental, or,
finally, to have the land cultivated at the expense of the pub-
lic treasury and collect the tax from the owner's share.
According to the 'Alamkvriyyah* a similar course is fol-

1 Mabsut, part x, p. 82.

2 Mawardi, p. 261.

3 Muzdra'ah is an agreement between the owner of a farm and a
farmer that the latter shall cultivate the farm in consideration of a
certain proportion of the produce.   It is also called mukhdbarah.   The
term musdra'ah applies to the cultivation of grains, while the terms
mu'dmalah and musdqdt are used with respect to trees.   Muddrabah is
the counterpart of the same idea with respect to trade, meaning a part-
nership between the principal (rabb al~mdl) who owns the stock and
the trader  (muddrib)  who contributes the labor for a part of the
profits.   If all the profit is to belong to the capital owner (mubc}if) the
transaction  is   called   biddeahf   and  the  person   who   trades   with  it
mustabffi.

* Vol. ii, p. 344.